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-
To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Micoa®rL . Davis, of
the city of Portland, Maine, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Foot-Boards
and Steering Apparatus for Row-Boats, of
which the following is aspecifieation, reference
being had totheaceompanying drawings, form-
ing part of the same, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan or upper face view of an
apparatus that embodies my improvement.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the same, and Fig. 3
is a view looking down into a row-boat to
whiclhi my improved apparatus is applied.

My invention relates to a foot-board and a
steering apparatus counected therewith for
row-boats, that is adapted to be operated by
the foot of the oarsman,

A isthe foot-board, which is adapted in form
to the sole of the foot of the oarsman.  Itmay
be made of wood.
to a base-board, B, so that it may swing freely
onits pivot. The portion b against which the
toes are to rest is turned upward at an angle
of about forty-five degrees.

¢ is a heel-piece, which is made of a metal
frame securely fixed to the foot-board A and
covered with leather, and is so constrocted as
to embrace and confine the heel of the user.
d d’ are broad straps or picees secured to the
board A, sothat they way be laced on the foot
just over the bend of the toes, leaving the in-
step free, so as not to impede circulation,

C is a toe-piece, made of a wetal frame cov-
ered with leather, preferably stayed by a wire
ruuning around its edge. 1t is hinged to ears
e by means of arms ¢/, that extend one ou each
side from its rear end, the cars being secured
to the board near its forward end.

D is a rod, hinged at its apper end to the
front end of the toe-picce, and at its lowerend
to a spring-catch, I, that is secured to the
foot-board A. T is an upwardly-projecting
curved rib secured to the base-board B, and
provided with a series of notches, with which
the cateh B engages. The tiller-ropes f f/
are secured to the foot-board A near its for-
ward ond, one on each side. :

G 15 a enrved groove in the face of the base-
board B. A curved plate, G*, caps this groove,
leaving a narrow curved slot, iuto which pro-
jects from the foot-board an arm, g, that is
bent so as to lock under the plate G’, This

16 is pivoted at the heel « |

(No model.)

prevents the raising of the foot-board off the
Dbase-board, while it permits a freelateral move-
ment on the pivot at the hieel.  This foot-board
is dexigned tobe placed inarow-boatin position
toenabletheoarsman to conveniently insert his
foot within the heel-piece and straps. One for
wch foot may be provided. A tiller rope o1
wire may run from the rudder along each side
of the boat to the foot-board through suitable
pulleys or eyes.

In operating thie apparatus above deseribed
the user raises with his toe or toes the toe-
picce C, whieh lifts the spring-cateh out of the
notel in the rib I7, and then swings the foot-
board on its pivot to the right or left, as he
may desire, thereby steering his boat by merely
swinging his foot on his heel.

The foot-board serves the purpose of a con-
venient and comfortable foot-rest for the oars-
man, while at the same time it is made to per-
form the oftice of a steering apparatys. It is
peculiar in construction in having the forward
end, upon which the toes rest, turned up at an
angle of about forty-five degrees, and, while
the heel is confined in a suitable heel-piece,
lacing-straps inclose the foot just at the bend
of the foot, between the toes and instep, leav-
ing the instep free and unconfined.

The foot-board ean be adapted to the size of
any foot by merely moving the leel-picece up
or down, which is easily donc by changing the
location of the screws holding the heel-piece
to the bottom of the foot-board. Itisevident
that instead of screws slides and clamps may
be used, if desired. The turned-up part b will
insure such position for the foot as will enable
the oarsman to avail himself of nearly the full
power of the foot.

In use it is designed to place in each shell
or boat two of the foot-boards above described
for each oarsinan, but the steering gear or ap-
paratus is attached to but one, and to either
toot desired. - When once the foot-board is ad-
justed tothe oarsman’s foot, by fixing the posi-
tion of the heel-piece and adjusting thelacing
over the bend of the foot it is permanently ar-
ranged for use, and will need no further ma-
nipulator.

In case of an overset of the oat or any ac-
cident the oarsman’s foot can be quickly and
safely disengaged Ly merely raising the heel,

A foot-board constructed as above described
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will obviate the use of shoes or slippers for
the oarsman, since the stocking foot, or even
the bare foot, will very comfortably fit into the
foot-Doard. DBy thus enabling the oarsman to
dispense with the weight of the shoes a very
important advantage is secured, cspecially
when it is considered thut the least decrease
of weight is of importance,

What Iclaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A combined toot-board and steering ap-
paratus for row-Dhoats, consisting of the piv-
oted foot-board A, provided with the swinging
toe-piece (O, connected to the spring-cateh 14,
and a suitable stop with whicl said cateh en-
gages, substantially as deseribed.

2, Phe combination, with a row-boat, of a

foot-rest composed of the toot-board A, having |

the point & torned up at an angle with the
body ot the board of about forty-five degrees,

and provided with the heel-piece C and straps
or picces d f, arranged to lace over the foot
Just across the bend of the foot, between the
instep and the toes, substantially as deseribed,

3. The combination of a piveted fwot-board
provided with locking mechanism, substan-
tially as set fortly, with the steering apparatus
of arow-boat, sabstantially as aud for the pur-
poses deseribed.

4. [n eombination with the foot-hoard of a
row-hoat having its forward end eurved and

- provided with straps or piccesd &/, the adjust-

able heel-piece O, consisting of a frame suit-
ably covered, substantially as and for {lie pur-
poses deseribed.
MICITARL I, DAVIS.
Witnesses:
1. DEANL,
G. W, BALLoon,
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