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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE,

FRANK FRUCTUOSO MARTIN, OF GLOUCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS.

OARSMAN’S HARNESS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent WNo. 356,846, dated February 1, 1887,
Application filed October 4, 1886. Serial No. 215,309, (No model.)

To all whony it may concern:

Beit knownthatI, FRANK FRUCTUOSO MAR-
TIN, 2 citizen of the United Srates, residing at
Gloucester, in the county of Bssex and Stabe
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Imiprovementsin Oarsmen’s Har-
ness; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had tothe accompanying
drawings, and to the letters and figures of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specitication.

This invention consists in harness for oars-
mei.

The object of the invention is the construe-
tion of a harness which can be readily applied

" to any oarsman, and whieh will assist materi-
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ally and render light, comparatively, the task
of rowing. .

By my harness the weight of the oarsman
can be utilized and made to assist in propel-
ling the boat.

The advantage of the harness will be readily
appreciated.

‘The improvement consists, essentially, in a
back-strap which is designed to pass around
the body and be connected at its ends with
the oars, and the means for supporting and
adjusting it to the wearer, all as more fully
hereinafter set forth, claimed, and shown in
the annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an oars-
man clad in my harness, and Fig. 2 is a rear
.iew of my harness.

The harness consists, essentially, of a back-
strap, which may be made in one or two
pieces, as desired, the latter construction
being preferred, as it can be more readily ad-
justed to the size of the wearer. In this case
the parts A A’, which compose the strap, will
be united by a buckle, as shown. The ends
will be provided with any sunitable means to
connect them with the oars, and for this pur-
pose I have shown them provided with a snap-
hook, a, which is adapted fo engage with an
eye, «, fastened in the end of theoar. The
snap-hooks are each held in a fold of the end,

which fold may be inereased or diminished, as
desired, to lengthen or shorten the strap to
suit the size of the oarsman for which it is
adapted. For this purpose the extreme end
is provided with a buckle, &, which may be
adjusted along on thestrap in 2 manner well
understeood.

The shoulder-straps B are fastened at one
end to the back-strap, and the other end is ad-
justably connected therewith at a distance
from saild end by a short strap, b, provided
with a buckle, ¥'. The shoulder-straps are
conunected by the breast-strap G, which is fix-
edly secured to the oue and adjustably con-
nected with the other by the short strap ¢,
provided with the buckle ¢.

The back-strap is provided near each end
with the arm-straps D, which are secured
thereto insuch a manner that they have a lon-
gitudinal movement thereon to adjusb them-
selves to the bend of the arm. These straps
serve to hold the back-strap close to the arm,
and at the same time strengthen the arm
against the thrust of the oar.

Having thus described my invention, what 1
elaim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. The herein-described harness for oarsmen,

comprising the strap A,adapted to pass aronnd
the back of the oarsman and have its ends con-
nected with the oars, the shoulder-straps B,
for supporting the harness, and thearm-straps
D, substantially as and for the purpose de-
scribed.

2. The herein showun and described harpess
for oarsmen, consisting of the adjustable back-
strap provided with means at each end for
connecting it with the oars, the adjustable
shoulder and breast straps for holding the
harness in position npon the wearer, and the
adjustable arm-straps adjustably connected
with the back-strap, substantially as and for
the purpose set forsh.

In testimony whereof T affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

FRANK FRUCTUOSO MARTIN.

‘Witnesses:

C. F. Hopxins,
C. J. MarTIN,
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